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CLAIMS 
1-20. (canceled). 

21 . (currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising a DNA sequence encoding 
an infectious RNA molecule encoding a North Amorioon PRRS virus, wherein said DNA 
sequence comT>rises *& SEQ ID NO: 18 its 5' end 21 or o ooquonoo that hvbridizoG to tho 
oomnloni e nt of SEQ ID NO:l 8 31 und e r conditiono oonipricing hybridization to filt e r bound 
DNA in 0.5 M NoHPO.oub.l, 7% SDS, 1 niM EDTA ot 65.dogroo. and washing in 
O/l.tinies.SSC/Q.1% SDS at 68.degrec. C . 

22. (currently amended) A transfected host cell comprising a DNA sequence encoding 
an infectious RNA molecule encoding a North I'WorioQn PRRS virus, wherein said DNA 
sequence comnrises i& SEQ ID NO: 18 at its 5* end 21 or a r i equonce that hybridiz e s to th e 
compl e m e nt of SEQ ID NO:21 und e r conditions comprising hybridization to filt e r bound 
DNA in 0.5 M NaHPO.oub.1, 79^ e SDS, 1 niM EDTA at 65.dogroG. C, and woohing in 
0.1.timoG.SSC70.1% SDS ot 6 8 .dogroo. C, which transfected host cell is capable of 
expressing the encoded North i\m e rican PRRS virus. 

23. (currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising a DNA sequence encoding 
an infectious RNA molecule encoding a North AmcricQn PRRS \inis, wherein said DNA 
sequence comprises i€» SEQ ID NO: 18 at its 5' end 

24. (ctirrently amended) An isolated nucleic acid in the form of a plasmid, wherein said 
isolated nucleic acid comprises a DNA sequence encoding an infectious RNA molecule 
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* DURATION (mfn-8S):01<» 
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encoding a North American PRRS vims, wherein said DNA sequence comprises is SEP ID 
NO: 18atits 5' end 24. 

25 . (currently amended) An isolated infectioxts RNA molecule encoded by an isolated 
nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID NO: 18 at its 5' end 34, which intectious RNA molecule 
encodes a North i^morican PRRS virus. 

26. (currently amended) A recombinant North Am e rican PRRS virus encoded by an 
isolated nucleic acid comprising a DNA sequence encoding an infectious RNA molecule 
encoding a North American PRRS vims, wherein said DNA sequence comprises is SEQ ID 
NO:18atits5'end54. 
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